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	Formula Components
	Evidence of Formula from the film

	
es = escalating music

	Director Stanley Kubric’s ominous score contains extremely baritone (low), synthesizer-horn notes and distorted voices, chants, and yells.

	
u = the unknown

	The previous winter caretaker of the Overlook Hotel murdered his family and killed himself.
The hotel is also built on Native American burial ground.

	
cs = the chase scene

	Husband Jack Torrence chases his wife and son through the hotel and a hedgemaze attempting to murder them with an axe.

	
t = the sense of being trapped

	Due to blizzard-like weather conditions, the Torrence family is stranded at the Overlook Hotel from winter until Spring.

	
a = the character being alone

	The Torrence family is alone at the Overlook Hotel (excluding the cook, Mr. Halloraan).
The phone lines are also out due to a blizzard.

	
dr = how dark (lighting) the film is

	Various scenes of the film are dimly lit, such as: the bar scene where Jack Torrance speaks with a ghostly bartender named Lloyd and the famous hedgemaze chase scene at the end of the film.

	
fs = the film setting

	The film is set in a creepy, unoccupied hotel (off-season) in the winter in the Colorado Rockies.

	
tl = true life

	The movie brings to light true-life terrors such as spousal abuse, spousal murder, child abuse, and the effects of alcoholism.

	
f = fantasy

	The fantasy components are: the ghostly (and deadly) presences at the Overlook Hotel, Danny Torrence’s and Mr. Halloran’s psychic abilities.

	
n = number of people

	A three person-family is affected (Jack Torrence, Wendy Torrence, and their son Danny Torrence), as well as hotel cook Mr. Halloraan. A previous family was also “murdered” by the hotel’s dark forces.

	
sin = blood and guts

	The famous tidal wave of blood in the hotel hallway and the murder of Mr. Halloraan qualify here.

	
s = shock

	The most shocking scenes of the film are the tidal wave of blood and the horrific, naked ghost woman in Room 237.
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